Digoxigenin as a probe label for in situ hybridization on skeletal tissues.
Non-specific staining was encountered using digoxigenin-labelled cDNA probes for in situ hybridization on sections of skeletal tissues. This staining was most pronounced in cartilaginous matrices. Experimental procedures indicate that the background staining is caused by antibody-binding to hydrophobic sites in the tissues revealed by proteolytic permeabilization. A protocol for minimizing this background is described.